II
THE   LAMP
[jN those days the truth was revealed to.Fra Giovanni that the riches of this world come from God and should be the heritage of the poor., who are the favourite children of Jesus Christ.
Christian folk were busy celebrating the Saviour's birth ; and Fra Giovanni had come to the town of Assisi, which is set upon a mountain-top, and from this mountain first rose the Sun of Charity.
Now the day before Christmas eve, Fra Giovanni was kneeling in prayer before the Altar under which St. Francis sleeps in a stone coffin. And he was meditating, dreaming how St. Francis was born in a stable, like Jesus. And while he was pondering, the Sacristan came up to him and asked him of his goodness to look after the Church while he ate his supper. Church and Altar were both loaded with precious ornaments ; gold and silver were there in abundance, for the sons of St. Francis had long
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